Dave’s bookshelf on Manned Space Flight
In 1969, I was a boy of 7 when I saw man first walk on the moon.  Wow!  What a cool thing that was, I thought.  Now, to me it was just kind of interestingly cool, unlike my parents’ generation and those older than that who were absolutely astounded at such an accomplishment.  Through my young eyes, I didn’t see what the big deal was that they did it cause…well, that’s what they went there to do.  In my youthful naivety, it never dawned on me how much advanced science, planning, logistics etc were involved let alone the absolute risk involved in attempting something so utterly pioneering and experimental as this truly was.  

But, having said that, I was absolutely enthralled with everything about spaceflight!  From then on I got my folks up at 2 AM to watch live moonwalks, knew everything about every astronaut in the US space program, knew every detail about every rocket, spacecraft involved and the details of each and every mission in spaceflight history. 

As the race to the moon came to an end in the 1970s, spaceflight all but disappeared until 1981 and the space shuttle missions.  By then, spaceflight had became all but routine and the press hardly covered it at all – until the space shuttle Challenger exploded on takeoff.  But, by the return of space shuttle missions, orbital shuttle flights were still more a matter of routine than captivating excitement.  

But my interest in manned spaceflight was rekindled again with the Tom Hanks movie, “Apollo 13.”  Most of these books were acquired and read as result of that rekindled interest.

· “The Race; the Uncensored History of How America Beat Russia to the Moon,” by James Schefter

· “A Man on the Moon,” by Andrew Chalkin

· “Schirra’s Space,” by Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo astronaut Wally Schirra
· “Deke!”, by Astronaut Deke Slayton

· “Moon Shot,” by 1st man in space & moonwalker Alan Shepard and Deke Slayton

· “To Rule the Night,” by Apollo astronaut & moonwalker Jim Irwin

· “Carrying the Fire; An Astronaut’s Journey,” by Apollo astronaut Michael Collins

· “Last Man on the Moon,” by Apollo astronaut & very last moonwalker, Gene Cernan

· “For Spacious Skies; the Uncommon Journey of a Mercury Astronaut”, by M. Scott Carpenter (no longer have possession of this book)
